Each time a new edition of this magnificent book is produced, one feels the ultimate in excellence in a standard work on diseases of the ear, nose and throat has been attained. I find this volume of the fourth edition very difficult to fault, and can recommend it to all who require a standard reference work on diseases of the pharynx and larynx. In any multiauthor work the reviewer is bound to find some sections more appealing than others, but I find myself in unreserved admiration for the work as a whole.
RICHARD LAVELLE

Consultant ENT Surgeon St Bartholomew's Hospital, London
The Physiology and Pathophysiology of the Skin, vol 6. A Jarrett (ed) pp 310 £27.20 London: Academic Press 1980 Dr Jarrett is to be congratulated on producing another excellent volume in the series 'The Physiology and Pathophysiology of the Skin'. The book is beautifully presented and and is very readable.
The mucus membranes are well reviewed, by Drs Jarrett and Spearman, and this is followed by an excellent account of the current knowledge of the effects of vitamin A on the skin and mucus membranes. A brief account is included of the uses of the retinoids. In view of the current interest in the use of the retinoids in dermatology, this review is of especial interest and is up-to-date. Dr Ridley gives an excellent account of the anatomy and properties of the genital mucosa with a useful account of some of its diseases. She is a recognised authority in this field, and the section reads with the clarity one would expect from her pen. Dr Grice gives a useful account of transepidermal water loss in healthy and diseased skin. She is uniquely qualified to do this, and does it very well.
Altogether, this is a useful book and deserves to be read widely by clinical and research dermatologists and scientists with an interest in the mucus membranes, actions of vitamin A, or transepidermal water loss.
ANDREW W ARIN
Editorial Representative Section ofDermatology
Biochemical Research Applications of Scanning Electron Microscopy G M Hodges & R C Hallowes (ed) voll: pp 363 £29.50 vel 2: pp 316 £24.80 London: Academic Press 1979/80 These two volumes are the first in an open-ended series which sets out to review the work done in relating surface morphology to function with the use of the scanning electron microscope (SEM). As such they provide a very welcome addition to the reference books available to the SEM user in the field of biomedical research. The volumes are divided into chapters dealing, in the main, with such broad topics as 'the nervous system' and 'embryonic and fetal tissues', all relating to the general systems of the vertebrate body. There is also, however, a very useful chapter in Volume 2 on SEM applications to tissue in culture. In dealing with the various tissues both the normal and the pathological condition are discussed. Each chapter provides copious references.
Preparative techniques are outlined, and detail is provided where special procedures offer advantages for the demonstration of particular features. Full attention is paid to the problem ofpreparationinduced artefacts. The series is particularly to be commended for linking the SEM work to evidence obtained with the transmission electron microscope and the light microscope. Each chapter points to areas of investigation in which the SEM is likely to make a contribution in the future.
The volumes are well illustrated with micrographs which are closely supportive to the text and the majority of these are of high quality. The text is well laid out with each broad topic subdivided in a logical manner, making for easy reference. Altogether this is a valuable work, both for the SEM specialist asked to investigate an unfamiliar field and for the researcher contemplating the use of SEM techniques to further his investigations.
JOHN CLARK
Chief Technician, Electron Microscopy Department MRC Clinical Research Centre, Harrow
